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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application; 

Listin g o f rifliniS! 

1 . (Original) A method in a data processing system for processing a request, the method 
comprising: 

receiving the request; 

responsive to a first hash value being present within the request, comparing the first hash value to 
a second hash value, wherein the second hash value represents a current policy configuration for a quality 
of service; and 

responsive to a match between the first hash value and the second hash value, setting a quality of 
service based on information associated with the first hash value. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the first hash value and the information are located in 
a cookie within the request. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2> wherein the cookie is located within a header of the request. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the request is a hypertext transport protocol request. 

5 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 Author oomprioing; A method in a data processing 
system for processing a request the methodjsomprising: * 

receiving the request: 

responsive to a first hash value being present within the request, comparing the first hash value to 
a second hash value, wherein the second hash value represents a current policy configuration for a quality 
of service: 

respoflgiyp to fl matth Iwtwwa the first torch vaflw mi thg swond hash Yalw. grtfog * qwhtY of 

service based on information associated with the first hash value: 

responsive to an absence of a hash value in the request* identifying a policy rule far processing 
the request to form an identified policy rule; 

identifying a classification for the request using the identified policy rule; 
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hashing the current policy configuration, of which the identified policy rule is a part, using a 
hashing algorithm to generate a current hash value; and 

placing the current hash value and the information into the request. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the hash value and the information are placed into a 
cookie. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the data processing system is a server. 

8. (Original) A method in a data processing system for processing a request, the method 
comprising: 

responsive to receiving a request containing a selected cookie in which the selected cookie 
includes a first hash value and information associated with the hash value, determining whether the first 
hash value corresponds to. a second hash value, wherein the second hash value represents a current policy 
configuration for processing requests by the data processing system; and 

responsive to a correspondence between the first hash value and the second hash value, 
processing the request using the information. 

9. (Currently amended) The m e thod of olaim 8 further oompripin^: A method in a data processing 
system for processing a request, the metho d coinprisiny; 

responsive to receiving a request containing a selected cookie in which the selected cookie 
includes a first hash value and information associated with the hash value, determinin g whether the first 
hash value corresponds to a second hash value, wherein the second hash value represents a c urrent policy 
configuration for processing requests bv the data processing system: 

res ponsive to a correspondence between the first hash value and the, second hash value, 
processing the request u siny the mformation: 

responsive to receiving a request containing the selected cookie, determining whether the 
selected cookie is stale; 

responsive to an absence of a determination that the cookie being is stale, generating a new 
classification for the request for the request; and 

responsive to the cookie being stale, preventing initiation of the detemiinrng step. 

10. . (Original) The method of claim 9 further comprising: 

responsive to an absence of the selected cookie, processing the request with the current policy 
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configuration to generate a first classification for the request; 

applying a hashing algorithm to the current policy configuration to generate the first hash value; 

and 

placing the first hash value and information associated with the first hash value within a new 

cookie. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim g, [[gj] wherein the selected cookie includes a 
universal resource identifier, a user identification, and a user group identification. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the information includes a quality of service indicator, 

1 3 . (Original) A data processing system comprising: 
a bus system; 

a communications unit connected to the bus system; 

a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the memory includes a set of instructions; and 

a processing unit connected to the bus system, wherein the processing unit executes the set of 

instructions to receive the request; compare the first hash value to a second hash value in response to a 

first hash value being present within the request, wherein the second hash value represents a current 

III 

policy configuration for a quality of service; and set a quality of service based on information associated £/) 
with the first hash value in response to a match between the first hash value and the second hash value. 

14. (Original) A data processing system comprising: 
a bus system; 

a communications unit connected to the bus system; QO 
a memory connected to the bus system, wherein lie memory includes a set of instructions; and IT1 
a processing unit connected to the bus system, wherein the processing unit executes the set of 
instructions to determine whether the first hash value corresponds to a second hash value in response to 
receiving a request containing a selected cookie in which the selected cookie includes a first hash value 
and information associated with the hash value, wherein the second hash value represents a current 
policy configuration for processing requests by the data processing system; and process the request using 
the information in response to a correspondence between the first hash value and the second hash value. 

1 5. (Currently amended) A data processing system for processing a request, the data processing 
fly jfte rn comprising: 
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receiving means for receiving the request; 

comparing means, responsive to a first hash value being present within the request, for 
comparing the first hash value to a second hash value, wherein the second hash value represents a current 
policy configuration for a quality of service; and 

setting means, responsive to a match between the first hash value and the second hash value, for 
setting a quality of service based on information associated with the first hash value. 

16. (Original) The data processing system of claim 1 5, wherein the first hash value and the 
information are located in a cookie within the request. 

17. (Original) The data processing system of claim 1 6, wherein the cookie is located within a header 
of the request. 

1 8. (Original) The data processing system of claim IS, wherein the request is a hypertext transport 
protocol request. 

1 9. (Currently amended) Th e data proc e ssing system of claim IS far t he r ooinprioing: A data 
processing system for processing a request, the data processing system comprising: 

receiving means for receiving the request: 

comparing means, responsive to a first hash value being present within the request, for 
comparing the first hash value to a second hash value, wherein the second hash value represents a current 
policy configuration for a quality of service: 

setting means, responsive to a match between the first hash value and the sec ond hash value, for 
setting a quality of service based on information associated with the first hash value; 

first identifying means, responsive to an absence of a hash value in the request, for identifying a 
policy rule for processing the request to form an identified policy rule; 

second identifying means for identifying a classification for the request using the identified 
policy rule; 

hashing means for hashing the current policy configuration, of which the identified policy rule is 
a part, using a hashing algorithm to generate a current hash value; and 

placing means for placing the current hash value and the information into the request. 

20. (Original) The data processing system of claim 19, wherein the hash value and the information 
are placed into a cookie. 
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21. (Original) The data processing system of claim 15, wherein the data processing system is a 
server. 

22. (Original) A data processing system for processing a request, the data processing system 
comprising; 

determining means, responsive to receiving a request containing a selected cookie in which the 
selected cookie includes a first hash value and information associated with the hash value, for 
determining whether the first hash value corresponds to a second hash value, wherein the second hash 
value represents a current policy configuration for processing requests "by the data processing system; and 

processing means, responsive to a correspondence between the first hash value and the second 
hash value, for processing the request using the information. 

23. (Currently amended) Th e data proo e ooing syst e m m e thod of claim 22, A data processing system 
for processing a request the data proce ssing system comprising; 

determining means, responsive to receiving a reouest containing a selected cookie in which the 
selected cookie includes a first hash value and infor mation associated with the hash value, for 
determining whether th y first ha^ h value corresponds to a second hash value, wherein the second hash 
value represents a curr ent nolicy co nfiguration for proces sing requests by the data processing system; 

processing means, responsive to a correspondence between the first hash value and the second 
hash value, for processing the request using the information: 

wherein the determining means is a first detennining means and further comprising: 

second determining means, responsive to receiving a request containing the selected cookie, for 
determining whether the selected cookie is stale; 

generating means, responsive to an absence of a determination that the cookie being is stale, for 
generating a new classification far the request; and 

preventing means, responsive to the cookie being stale, for preventing initiation of the 
determining means* 

24. (Original) The data processing system of claim 23, wherein the processing means is a first 
processing means and further comprising: 

second processing means, responsive to an absence of the selected cookie, for processing the 
request with the current policy configuration to generate a first classification for the request; 

applying means for applying a hashing algorithm to the current policy configuration to generate 
the first hash value; and 
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placing means for placing the first hash value and information associated with the first hash 
value within a new cookie. 

25. (Currently amended) The data processing system of claim 23* wherein the selected cookie 
includes a universal resource identifier,, a user identification, and a group identification* 

26. (Original) The data processing system of claim 22, wherein the information includes a quality of 
service indicator. 

27. (Original) A computer program product in a computer readable medium for processing a request, 
the computer program product comprising: 

first instructions for receiving the request; 

second instructions, responsive to a first hash value being present within the request, for 
comparing the first hash value to a second hash value, wherein the second hash value represents a current 
policy configuration for a quality of service; and 

third instructions, responsive to a match between the first hash value and the second hash value/ 
for setting a quality of service based on information associated with the first hash value. 

28. (Original) The computer program product of claim 27, wherein the first hash value and the 
information are located in a cookie within the request. 

29. (Original) The computer program product of claim 28, wherein the cookie is located within a 
header of the request 

30. (Original) The computer program product of claim 27, wherein the request is a hypertext 
transport protocol request. 

31 . (Currently amended) Th e computer program product of olaim 37 further comprising : A computer 
program product in a computer readable medium for processing a request, the computer program product 
comprising: 

first instructions for receiving the request: 

second instructions. restHmsive to a first hash value being present within the request for 
comparing the first hash value to a second hash value, wherein the second hash value represents a ourrent 
pplipy configuration for a quality of service: 
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third instructions, responsive to a match between the first hash value and the second hash value, 
for setting a quality of service based on information associated with the fir st hash value; 

fourth instructions, responsive to an absence of a hash value in the request, for identifying a 
policy rule for processing the request to form an identified policy rule; 

fifth instructions for identifying a classification for the request using the identified policy rule; 

sixth instructions for hashing the current policy configuration, of which the identified policy rule 
is a part, using a hashing algorithm to generate a current hash value; and 

seventh instructions for placing the current hash value and the information into the request. 

32. (Original) The computer program product of claim 31, wherein the hash value and the 
information are placed in a cookie. 

33 . (Original) The computer program product of claim 27, wherein the data processing system is a 
server, 

34. (Original) A computer pro-am product in a computer readable medium for processing a request, 
the computer program product comprising: 

first mstructions, responsive to receiving a request containing a selected cookie in which the 
selected cookie includes a first hash value and information associated with the hash value, for 
determining whether die first hash value corresponds to a second hash value, wherein the second hash 
value represents a current policy configuration for processing requests by the data processing system; and 

second instructions, responsive to a correspondence between the first hash value and the second 
hash value, for processing the request using the mfarnifition. 

35 . (Currently amended) Thu uuiaputw program produot of claim 34 further comprising ! -A 
computer program product in a computer readable medium for processing a request the computer 
program product comprising : 

first instructions, responsive to receiving a request ccnitatning a selected cookie in which the 
gglt^ted cookie includes a first hash value and information associated with the hash value, for 
determining whether the first hash value corresponds to a second hash value, wherein the second hash 
value represents a current policy configuration for processing requests bv the data processing system: 

second instructions, responsive to a correspondence between the first hash value and the second 
hash value, for processing the request using the information: 
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third instructions, responsive to receiving a request containing the selected cookie, for 
determining whether the selected cookie is stale; 

fourth instructions, responsive to an absence by a determination that the cookie being is stale, for 
generating a new classification for the request; and 

fifth instructions, responsive to the cookie being stale, for preventing initiation of the 
determining step. 

36. (Original) The computer program product of claim 3 5 further comprising: 

sixth instructions, responsive to an absence of the selected cookie, for processing the request 
with the current policy configuration to generate a first classification for the request; 

seventh instructions for applying a hashing algorithm to the current policy configuration to 
generate the first hash value; and 

eighth instructions for placing the first hash value and information associated with the first hash 
value within a new cookie, 

37. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 25* K*^]] wherein the selected 
cookie includes a universal resource identifier, a user identification, and a group identification. 

38. (Original) The computer program product of claim 34, wherein the information includes a quality 
of service indicator. 
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